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Driving the Power of the Crowd for the Emergency Response 

Sahana, an open-sourced emergency management system, was first introduced into Taiwan 

right after last year’s flood caused by Morakot typhoon. Ideas about adopting the system in 

Taiwan were exchanged over Twitter and wikis and a basic localization was done by 

volunteers in couples of days though the system was not ready to go public in the end. 

Sahana and other online systems like Ushahidi and OpenStreetMap, again played crucial 

roles in the response and recovery of Haiti earthquake and Chile earthquake early this year. 

These systems either empower individual participants to contribute in a bottom-up manner or 

help humanitarian groups to coordinate their efforts during the disaster response. Information 

technology indeed drives the power of the crowd and saves lives. Here in Taiwan, the 

Sahana response team was formed under the support of CITI, Academia Sinica last year. A 

fully localized version that meets the requirements of local humanitarian organization is in 

progress and the deployment of the system is expected on early July. 


